Education is Tomorrow’s Hope

Vice-Chairperson Chen
World I-Kuan Tao Headquarters

The 2003 special edition of Common Wealth Magabme&ducation indicates that the
nations of the world will emphasize on “charact@u@ation” in the twenty-first century. In 1989,
the United Nations Education, Science and Cultuiga@ization convened a seminar on the
topic of facing the twenty-first century. The corgflece specifically pointed out that the
challenges on morality, ethics, and values woulthegrimary issue facing human beings in the
twenty-first century. As such, the nations of therh are seeking response to this issue and are
finding solutions through education reform. Witlgaed to the education in the new century, it is
more important that students have better char#uder students becoming smarter. Sculpting
citizens with activism, optimism, ethics and mottaés become the emphasis of education for
nations around the world.

The “Education of the Classics” is an optimal noetlof education which can assist
parents to foster children to have the abilitygoef the future. “Education of the Classics” is an
excellent educational method passed down fromtkesdors, but it has been neglected for
almost a hundred years. As early as some two #mouve hundred years ago, Confucius
taught his disciples to maintain the families wRthetry and Propriety. “Education of the
Classics” has always been the best educationalandtin Chinese to pass on culture, to develop
wisdom, and to cultivate character. Today we hawad a precious treasure, and we have found
new hope for modern education in “Education of@ssics.” As such, having children study
“the Four Books and the Five Classics” while theg young means that they are in contact with
the most valuable classical writings when they htreepurest heart and the best memory. The
classics will be continuously repeated and revieimdtieir young minds, inspiring them
unobtrusively and imperceptibly at a subconsciewsll thus becoming a lifelong source of far
vision and virtuous character.

In the process of studying the classics, not chiidren’s memory will be trained, their
hyperactive tendencies will be reduced, their catregion, ability to learn, ability to understand,
ability to express will be increased, and theitigbio speak, read, and write Chinese will be
elevated. Moreover, studying classics can stremgtie learning of foreign languages and
develop life wisdom for children, and can acconiptise comprehensive growth of children’s
character.

How to Provide Good Education?
1. Early Education is the Foundation for Life

There is a saying that “a person’s adulthood tigldished at age three, and a person’s
entire life is established at age five.” The eatge of a person is the essential time period for
person’s development of ability, character, andspiuye. The educators around the world today
have a consensus that to foster properly the rengrgtion, education must start when a person
is a newborn, or better yet before the baby is beamnly childhood education has gradually



become the center of policy-making for countriesuad the world in the twenty-first century,
and has become the focus of attention for all garen
2. Cultural Education and the Heritage of Wisdom

China has five thousand years of traditional celtd’ he wisdom and history of the
ancestors are all passed down in the classicsci@digethe classics from different schools
encompass the entire universe and all things, thistand people, human relationships and
morality. Every word contains wisdom, every comfposireflects beauty. The classics are
worthy for modern Chinese to instill in the mindschildren to inherit the accumulated life
wisdom of the ancient sages.

3. Developing Potentials

Children have infinite ability to learn. If thi®#ity can be developed properly, then it
can cultivate the character of a person and estatiie elegant intellect of the mind. As such, the
next generation will consist of people with kindahts and great ability. Educators should have
this vision and responsibility. Educators shouldéhthis vision and responsibility.

4. Promotion of Comprehensive Education

The concept of comprehensive education is havie@s$ the center, and also consisting
of social and cultural education. Therefore, agidm the ordinary arts, sports and practical
trainings, the content of education should alstmleccordance with the special learning
characteristics of each child. This type of edwratitilizes materials with substance and is
natural and enjoyable. In this regard, we mustia&ycultural foundation to prepare for an
education with high moral values, artistic appreorg analytical skills and active self-learning
and self-development.

5. Profound Cultivation Based on the Classics

This type of education concept of “providing greabstance” is called “Education of the
Classics” or “Education Based on Reciting the GtassIt consists primarily of reading the
classics in Chinese and is supplemented with regatia classics in other languages, reading the
classics with music, reading the classics with, &tis “Classics” are originally the product of
human wisdom and are the timeless composition letwieaven and Earth. The classics of
Chinese sages are especially elegant and havestoptad language expressions, and they are
the manifestation of the wisdom for achieving peaice stability both physically and spiritually.
We hope that children can learn these infinitesweas from studying the classics for an
extended period of time.

6. Follow the Examples of the Prior Worthies

When we study Chinese history, we learn that whergreat scholar O Yang Xiu was
three, his mother used reed pipes to teach himatm lthe classis and how to write. When Fan
Zhong-yian was four, his mother also began hisyesttication. Many other sages and worthies,
such as Confucius, Mencius, Han Yu, Liu Zong-yudmang Ting-jian, Bai Ju-yi, Lu Jiu-yuan,
Zhu Xi, Wang Yang-ming, etc. all began learningdad and to study the classics when they
reached age two or three, and they began recitidgamposing poetry before they reached age
ten. Their accomplishments were the result of bairtguch with the best and the most beautiful
classics, the Four Books and the Five Classicspo#mat literary work of Chinese culture, when
they were young. They were able to memorize aniterdtese works from memory.



As Education of the Classics is flourishing doroadly and overseas, the great
phenomenon of the revival of Chinese culture isigadly forming, and it would eventually lead
to the ideal that elders and youths are all wékkitacare of. Thus people’s hearts will be
transformed to goodness, and benefits for all hubeamgs will be achieved. We believe that
Education of the Classics will be in accordancénhie timing of the twenty-first century and
the trend of this era. It will create the greatestefit for all people. As such, the substance of
Education of the Classics is to use the most prad@and most valuable classics as teaching
materials, and to use the teaching method of lastih in the hearts and impression in the
potential, at the golden time period of childhoddew it is easiest to develop potentials and
inspire wisdom, thus providing the most practicad a@ffective care for life and the nourishment
and foundation for life’s strength. This resulhist only hope and ideal; it has the most real
evidence and fruition.
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Studying Chinese Scriptures is the Only Way to Estaish

the Roots of Our Culture
Grand Master, Kao Ping-kai
The Deputy Chairman of
the Board of the World I-Kuan Tao

Great Grand Master Chang, the chairman of thedBobthe World I-Kuan Tao, Madam
Chen, Deputy Chairman of the Board, the supervjsbesdistinguished guests, great grand
masters, great masters, masters, friends, goodimgaimyou all.

Today, we are celebrating the Examination for $arisan Studying Chinese Scriptures
and the Centennial of the Chin-Kung-Tsu-Shih Rengiwao, which is sponsored by the World
I-Kuan Tao. Your participation in this event cemlgimade the activity even more meaningful. |
would like to express my utmost gratitude to ydu al

The Chinese Scriptures are broad, profound, agskpt significant meanings. They not
only record all sages lifetime learning, but alsatain ample philosophy, which guide us to in-
depth understanding on the theory of virtue. Thi#oua Scriptures include: The Chinese Four
Books and the Five Classics, the Holy Bible, theidn Buddhism, etc. all have been translated
into different languages in wide circulation. THere, studying Chinese scriptures not only can
enlighten the human wisdom, it can also influence’®dignity and righteousness. Moreover, it
is hidden in one’s soul that embodies such asshtss, studying Chinese Scriptures is the only
way to establish the roots of our culture and tlsteffective method.

From the first generation of Grand Master throeghh successive generation of great
grand masters, they have devoted their mental hysiqal energies in promoting the Chinese
culture, to rectify social customs, to restore terianowledge and ability, with their ceaseless
efforts and contributions. Despite unusual and et social problems, we would endeavor to
promote rationality, to cultivate personality; tqpand knowledge, etc. to study Chinese
Scriptures is one of most practical way to go fertiCurrently, all Taiwanese divisions of the I-
Kuan Tao have not only promoted the studying oin€se Classics, but preserve the Chinese
cultures, as well as to uphold the moral princigled ethics. This event indeed teamed up
brilliant youths of Tao family from all over the wd to participate in the general examination of
Studying Chinese scriptures and to endeavor thgioget duties and responsibilities. It is a
meaningful and valuable event. We hope these yaathghrough studying the Chinese
Scriptures awaken a heavenly virtue and revitaipgeasant civilization. With this event, we
sincerely wish it could develop a tradition of sty Chinese Scriptures, and bring real peace
and happiness to the world.

Thank you to all divisions, masters, and senisra/@ll as youths of Tao family around
the world for joining this event. My appreciationdagratitude to you all.

Best wishes to:
A perfect and successful event, physical and meve#ibeing, and delightful bliss and
happiness.
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Carry on Our Tao Will and Behave Ourselves
according to Our Conscience
Cultivate Ourselves, Harmonize Our Families and

Help Accomplish a Flourished Country and a PeacefulVorld
President Kun-te Wang
The Republic of China I-Kuan Tao Association

World I-Kuan Tao Headquarter president Senior Era€hang, vice-president Senior
Mistress Chen, vice-president Senior Master K#aars, all leading masters, ladies,
gentlemen:

For all the Tao-cultivators around the world, tpdéathe most important day. Today,
Tao-cultivators from different continents of thendp with their highest honor and sincerity,
meet together here in Taipei. With the Great Schotantest, the garden party and the musical
concert, we commemorate the 100a0’s propagation anniversary from thé"Hatriarch, Great
Master and Great Mistress. This is one of the hosbrable events for all the Tao-cultivators in
our generation nowadays. First, let us thank heawgace, our teacher’s good deeds and the
merciful protection and blessing from the gods ad@esides, let us also appreciate the sacrifice
and efforts of all the senior masters, the supaidtencouragement from the governmental
officers, and the participation of all of you indlgreat event. All of these help contribute this
special opportunity of the celebration between gaatsvze and human beings today.

In the human history records, the origin of Tga'spagation can be traced back to the
ancient Fu-xi saint. We always hear of “One stre&parated the heaven and earth” and the
“Great creation of I-Ching Eight Divine Pattern$lese phrases are to praise our Fu-xi saint,
who pointed out the constant origin of every beang the mystical way of coexistence of every
being in the universe. This constant origin andtiogbway of coexistence if “Tao.” Since the
Fu-xi saint, all the great emperors never leadtanght his people without “Tao”. Till the
Confucius saint and the Mencius saint, “Tao” wasdally approved as not only the transcendent
order of heaven, the Heavenly Decree, but alshesdncrete conscience, the goodness, and the
ethics on each human being. In the position of hub®ng, if one can carry out his life in a
good way, he can experience and prove the nevayddc¢Tao”, the Heavenly Decree, in his
limited lifetime. From this point of view, the realeaning and the utmost value of the human life
can be held constantly, which then further makeshppy family, the solid society, the flourish
country and the peaceful world possible. The pplecof the Tao-propagation is to continue the
Heart Dharma from the Fu-xi saint and the histbgcaat emperors and saints, wishing “To
transform the world into a peaceful, honest, amttdy society, to enlighten the minds of people
and enable them to return to a state of benevolendeby pursuing this path, to bring the world
into a state of equality, fraternity, harmony, \aedf, and justice — the World of Da-Tong” as our
aim. This is also one part of our Great Master\@@eks in the forewords of the book
“Extemporaneous Buddha Rules”: “The Tao of the emcemperors was based on rectifying
their hearts and cultivating their bodies. The béag of the great saints was started by propriety
and righteousness.” Thus, we understand that thinfent of the Heart Dharma of the ancient
great emperors and saints was located on the @rsaltivation of heart and body and was



started form carrying out the propriety and righig@ess in their lives. Let us realize the real
meaning of Tao and cultivate ourselves. The forpeace of human being is then expectable.

Since the past 400 years, I-Kuan Tao has beemncatiyy propagating the Heart Dharma
from the ancient saints and clarifying the mystio&anings of the Great Tao according to the
time. From the Patriarch Huang De-hui to the Pathid.iu Qing-xu, rules of Tao-transmitting
had been systematically set up. 100 years agdaRdtiLu Zhong-yi became the "l Patriarch
and was followed by our Great Master and Greatrelést Our Great Master and Great Mistress
received the special heavenly decree of world salvadhrough transmitting and propagating
Tao. Thus, Tao was then spread from Shan-Dongmeewvio He-Bei province and then
prevailed step by step to the whole China. Sincgeg0s ago, Tao has been spread from Taiwan,
Hong Kong and prevailed in more than 75 countmethée world. Propagation of I-Kuan Tao can
really be found in different kinds of areas, no t@ain the east, west, south or north, no matter in
the country or in the city center, no matter In llenid areas or in the rainless areas. And Tao
cultivators can also be met in different kinds ofrfan races, no matter they are seniors or
juniors, rich or poor. In every place and at ewaigment, blessings from the heaven above,
grace of the patriarchs always lead the human bemthe world to a enlightening broad way.

The transmitting and propagation of I-Kuan Taohi@ past 100 years could be seen as
the recurrence of the Heavenly Decree, which preshowas transmitted from one single saint
to another, into the reality of normal human beinléfe. The 1% Patriarch, our Great Master and
Great Mistress took over the heavenly kismet amdezhout the Tao on their own. And then the
senior masters of every I-Kuan Tao groups followesn to civilize and awake their next
generations by sacrificing themselves and thug bpithe ideals of Tao cultivation. Their
behaviors with the guidance of their own conscieane their upgrade with their sincere honesty
have become very importance basements for the egiing power inside the peaceful world.
No matter how many kinds of difficulties and suiifgs, the mercy and strong will of the Tao
cultivators to spread and propagate the Tao hadrrimen hindered, which created the I-Kuan
Tao court worldwide nowadays. We believe that ihisnly a good beginning. We will keep
going forwards without any hesitation, keep spregdind propagating the Tao, keep cultivating
ourselves and doing merits, in order to go on gitening the benign power collected from the
past hundred years and help everyone keep thigtbegcling power inside them. We believe,
the meeting today is the most concrete action éevsbur utmost sincerity and will toward the
effects above.

Reading the scriptures of the saints is to reacearts and to lead a life based on the
conscience in everyone that doesn’t differ fromadheient saints. We discovered that, no matter
at which age, in which kind of races or languag#igkinds of life has a commonality. That is the
conscience, the self-nature which the enlightenagter pointed out to us. We found out that, in
all kinds of scriptures of the saints, althoughythee in different languages, the efforts to point
out the conscience, the self-nature inside oursedve the same. The Great Scholar Contest
today is not only to present our thanksgiving ® 100 year Tao’s propagation anniversary from
the 17" Patriarch, Great Master and Great Mistress, tsat &l promise us the strong
determination and the long-term wish that we wdég carrying on our Tao will and behave
ourselves according to our conscience and that Weuwitivate ourselves, harmonize our
families and help accomplish a flourished countrgt a peaceful world. Besides, through the



garden party, we advocate the health caring andifukdeeds by being vegetarians delightfully.
With this activity, we learn to respect all livesdato cherish different relationships in our daily
life. Based on this, we wish to reach the goal béautiful and peaceful coexistence with every
life in the world, where “people’s virtues are gtuated, people are loved, and all things are
taken care of”. At the last, with peaceful and tang musical concert, we try to recognize all
life. Let us enjoy the music and join in the harrized and peaceful world of Tao, since “Tao
carried by the literature and Tao is carried byate All of us here are to be encouraged to try
our best to help build up a heaven in the mortaldvof human and to achieve the forever peace
and glory of human beings in the world.

At the last, the Republic of China I-Kuan Tao Agation is very pleasant to welcome all
the officers, guests, and the seniors and pealt bBKuan Tao organizations from every
countries. We believe, today’s meeting is the besting power that will certainly lead to a new
era and a blooming period of I-Kuan Tao in the wotlet us make wishes and encouragements
to each other. Under the blessings of God and &aand with the mercy from every senior
master and enlightening master, let us work togethd make our greatest efforts on
accomplishing the purposes of propagating I-Kuan. Tavish everyone health and peace, and
every I-Kuan Tao organization prosperity. Thank yeuy much!



